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France, Germany and America. At the present time, in
addition to these countries, we find factories in Austria-
Hungary, Italy, Holland, Bussia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden,
Belgium, Switzerland, and Portugal, as well an in Australia
and Japan. The term "india-rubber works" is, however, a
very comprehensive one, some of the concerns being quite
small ones, limited both in their output and as to the nature of
the goods they manufacture ; others of imposing dimensions
are occupied almost entirely in one class of production, for
instance, goloshes; while others, again, may turn out practi-
cally all the rubber goods which have so far been introduced.
The qualifying term " practically " is lined of set purpose,
because the author is not aware of any factory where rubber
goods of all kinds are manufactured. There are large
concerns in existence where the omissions are extremely
few in number, and these may be attributed either to want
of room for the necessary work, or to a feeling that the
branch does not offer sufficient pecuniary profit for the risk
of the capital. In one or two branches special isation may
be attributed largely to the fact that the details of the
processes involved are by no means generally known, and
that skilled supervision and labour would bo with difficulty
obtained by new firms wishful of competing with old-estab-
lished ones in some special branch of the trade. For
example, until comparatively recent times, two or three
large English works supplied the requirements of the world
aa regards fine-cut sheet and elastic thread, and their status
in the markets still remains. From America, France, Italy
and Germany, however, competition haw now to be met,
with the consequence of diminished profit**. The tendency
in the large European works has been to make all sorts of